
guidelines for the award of honorary degrees, version 4.6: page 1 of 3 

 

 

Guidelines for the Award of Honorary Degrees 
 

 
 
Purpose 

Honorary degrees are conferred by the University in recognition of achievement in an area of 

endeavour. Honorary degrees are not conferred upon current staff. 

 

Principles 

Honorary degrees may be awarded to those who meet one or more of the following criteria: 
 

¶ Individuals who have made an outstanding contribution in their field or to the development of their 
profession, particularly those who ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

¶ Individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the development of some aspect of 
community or brought honour to the University or locality on the world stage. 

¶ Individuals who exemplify the personal and professional characteristics to which the University wishes 
its students to aspire. 

¶ Individuals that personify the core values of the University. 

 
 
The University may confer any of its degree awards as an honorary degree, as set out in its 
wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
Framework (https://www.marjon.ac.uk/about-marjon/institutional-documents/student-regulations-
framework). This includes degrees conferred honoris causa for distinguished contribution in an area 
of endeavour made by members of the public and former colleagues: these degrees would not 
normally be awarded to politicians currently serving in the UK. 
 

Expectations 

Nominations for honorary degrees are approved by the Honorary Nominations Advisory Panel 
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